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Towards Peace in korea

TOPIK REPORT

about the Worldwide Anglican Peace Conference, Seoul 2007
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The Worldwide Anglican Peace Conference was called N, 1
in response to Resolution 49 of the 13th meeting of the
Anglican Consultative Council in 2005, which stated the ’Tdf' )k
importance of peaceful unification of the Korean peninsula ettt
and urged and encouraged all who work for this end. e
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I. Peace Trip

Our conference began on Wednesday November 14 as 41
international members from 14 countries joined some 100
Korean members on a peace trip across the Korean
Peninsula. Our travel took us to cross the Demilitarized
Zone and enter the Geumgangsan special tourism region of
North Korea. On the second day we were able to appreciate
the pibentation of goods for Te refr ofhoo TTRGLS of the scenic beauty of the mountain, and later in the
victims afternoon a representative group of our conference
members was able to take part in the presentation of goods
for the relief of flood victims. In the evening we gathered to
celebrate the Eucharist in one of the hotels. Significantly
for us, this was the first time that an Anglican Eucharist had
been officially celebrated in North Korea since the outbreak
of the Korean War and the division of more than fifty years
ago.
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We returned to South Korea and our conference venue in
Paju, near Seoul, on Friday November 16th for the
conference opening ceremony. The co-presiders at the
eucharist were Bishops Nathaniel Uematsu and Francis
Park, presiding bishops of Japan and Korea respectively,
and the sermon was preached by Bishop Katharine Jefferts
Schori, presiding bishop of The Episcopal Church.
Congratulatory messages from the Archbishop of
Canterbury, Rowan Williams, and the President of the
Republic of Korea, Roh Moo-hyon were read by their
representatives and the Reverend Kwon Oh-sung, General Secretary of the National Council of
Churches, Korea, and the Reverend Michael Wallace, General Secretary of the World Student
Christian Federation presented congratulatory messages on behalf of their respective bodies.






